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Environmental Health and Housing, a Working Partnership

Insert abstract here:

A partnership has been formed by the Carnarvon Medical Service Aboriginal Corporation
(CMSAC) and the, Department of Communities, Carnarvon Housing.

The main benefit of this working partnership is that the housing cliental are covered by two
visiting service providers who are working together for the benefit of the community.
Request are received from community tenants by the Aboriginal Housing Property Officer
(AHPO), who will then liaise with the CMSAC Environmental Health Team to provide the
tenant with the appropriate Environmental Health Services. By working with the AHPO,
getting access to occupied community house’s at a later date is a lot easier, as a relationship
has been formed with the tenants through the AHPO.

The CMSAC Environmental Health Team are also given access to community house’s that
have been renovated, before they are occupied by community tenants. By having this early
access to these properties we are able to conduct a full pest control spray and bait, before
tenants are given the house’s, this also gives us the opportunity to provide a comprehensive
pest control management plan for the community house’s.

The CMSAC Environmental Health Team will inform the AHPO if there have been any minor
plumbing repairs carried out in any of the community house’s and if there are any major
plumbing issues that may need urgent attention. The reason for informing the APHO of the
minor plumbing works is to give them an opportunity to keep an eye out for these problems
when the next inspection of these house’s take place.

The partnership also works closely with the town based tenants in regards to yard clean-ups.
The tenants will approach the AHPO or the CMSAC environmental health team directly for
assistant with their yard clean-up, once this request has been received the environmental
health team will, drop of the CMSAC environmental health trailer, lawn mower, whipper
snipper, rakes and shovels for the tenants to use, once the trailer is full the environmental
health team will pick up the trailer and empty for the tenants, this service is very popular
with community members.

The partnership will be working on an official referral system that will be suitable and
appropriate for our communities.
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The working partnership between, CMSAC and Department of Community, Carnarvon
Housing, has not only benefited these community service providers, but also the community
members.

The community members will not fall through the cracks and be forgotten, because if they
miss the AHPO’s visit then they know that they can voice their issues with the CMSAC
environmental health team, who will liaise their concern’s to the AHPO to follow up on and
vice versa.

For the environmental health team accessing community housing has become easier with the
support of the, Carnarvon Housing AHPO.
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Lindsay “JULIUS” Barker, Is employed at the Carnarvon Medical Service Aboriginal
Corporation as the Aboriginal Environmental Health Coordinator, since February this year.
Previously employed at Puntukurnu Aboriginal Medical Service, Newman, WA, as the
Aboriginal Environmental Health Coordinator covering the Western Desert Region from 2015
to 2019.

He started in the Aboriginal Environmental Health Program back in 1990 to 2000, with the
Pilbara Public Health Unit, South Hedland, WA.

From 2000 to 2015 he was employed with various companies from, BHP, Cleanaway &
NorthWest Waste, before returning to the Aboriginal Environmental Health Program in 2015.

He started up the Marlba Environmental Health Unit, around 1996 with the help of Dr Paul
Van Buynder. The Marlba Unit was equipped with some heavy machinery to support the
remote communities with larger environmental health issues. The Marlba Unit dis-banded in
2001.




