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Millie Harford-Mills
Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet

The value of the Australian Indigenous 
HealthInfoNet

Supporting and connecting within the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander environmental health sector



I would like acknowledge and pay my deepest 
respects to the Traditional Owners of the land 

we are on today, and pay my respects to Elders 
past, present and emerging.



What I’ll be discussing today:

Introduction to the Indigenous 
Environmental Health Practitioners Portal
How the portal can assist you in your work
Future developments.



The HealthInfoNet:
Was established in 1997 by the late Professor 
Neil Thomson
Aims to make research around Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander health easily accessible
Funded by the Department of Health
Based at Edith Cowan University, Mount 
Lawley (in Perth, WA).



Need for a ‘hub’ for information on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander environmental 
health identified by WGATSIEH
WGATSIEH contracted WA Environmental 
Health Directorate to investigate best 
options
HealthInfoNet funded to create and maintain 
an Indigenous Environmental Health 
Practitioners portal





Key topics identified by participants at the 
2009 NATSIEH Conference





Key topics covered include:
Need of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
people in terms of 
housing and 
communities
Types of housing
Role of IEHPs in housing 
and communities
Healthy living practices





Each entry provides:
An overview of the 
program
Outcomes of the 
program (if available)
Contact details
Related publications (if 
available)
Evaluated publications 
(if available)
Links for further 
information





Health promotion 
resources:

Aimed at the 
general public
Can be used by 
IEHPs when 
working with 
communities and 
families



Health practice 
resources:

Aimed at IEHPs
Designed to up-skill 
or support 
practitioners when 
working in the area 
of environmental 
health



Publications are a 
collection of articles, 
reports and other 
literature:

Publication lists for 
each topic, and also 
a general list under 
‘bibliography’
Currently over 1,400 
publications on 
Indigenous 
environmental 
health



Workforce information 
relevant to all topics. 
We provide:

Courses and training
Job opportunities
Funding
Conferences, 
workshops and 
events
Professional 
associations
Related publications



Environmental health 
newsletters:

Sent our once a 
month
Contain information 
on news, job 
opportunities, 
publications, 
resources and 
programs
Only takes 2 
minutes to sign up!



Moving the whole website to a responsive 
design (easier to use on tablets/phones)
Improving other parts of the site, such as the 
search and navigation
We hope to launch in January 2018





Working on creating a really easy-to-use 
search feature for the new website
The new search will allow users to search for 
specific content with a number of filters.
For example, content specific to dog health in 
Queensland





New section on climate change to be launched 
with the new website redesign in 2017
Lot of information coming out about the impact 
climate change will have on Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities
This portal will aim to capture that information
We’d love to hear about anyone doing work or 
research in this area!



Change can be scary, but we’re here to help!
We’ll be running a series of webinars to guide 

people through the new site
You can contact us at any time to ask for 

assistance.



Thank you!
Please contact me if you have any information 

to share on the portal, or if you have any 
queries. We also have a booth at the conference 

so come and say hello!
Millie Harford-Mills
Ph: (08) 9370 6358

Email: m.harford-mills@ecu.edu.au

mailto:m.harford-mills@ecu.edu.au
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